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“JAG has been such a monumental part of my life since high school,” 

Natasha exclaims. She’s an eloquent, soft-spoken young woman, with 

a mild Texan accent that she’s picked up over the last two years there. 

Nonetheless, she drops her quiet tone to emphatically endorse the 

JAG program. “I wholeheartedly believe it’s a program that should be 

everywhere – every single school across the country, because it 

benefits so many… It does so much good for youth. Even five years 

later, I still want to be part of it in every way that I can.”   

Dropping everything to help 
Natasha was Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates [JMG] 2018 Alumni of the 
Year. To accept this award, she presented a motivational speech to 
over 1500 people at their annual Career Development Conference 
[CDC]. Just a few years earlier, however, she was so scared of public 
speaking that she broke down in a bathroom at the CDC and could not 
force herself to come out.  

“Every year [in JAG] you work on various job readiness skills: problem 
solving, team building, public speaking, group marketing,” Natasha 
explains. At the conference, students from across the state come 
together to showcase their skills, engage in competitions, and hear 
from experts and alumni.  

“I chose public speaking as a challenge to myself. I had horrible public 
speaking anxiety – still do,” Natasha relates. “My friend was doing her 
speech, and I just panicked. I went to the bathroom, collapsed on the 

floor, and started crying.” That is when she met Kristin Harrington, the new JAG program operator for the 
State of Michigan. “Kristin Harrington dropped everything she was doing and just sat down on the floor 
and talked me through it for about 20 minutes. I never ended up giving that speech.”  

Over the next few years, Kristen became one of several JAG staff who kept in regular contact with 
Natasha. Their support enabled her to try oratory again to accept her 2018 Alumni of the Year award. 

“Having that support from everybody saying ‘I see you, and I see where you’re at… made me feel 
empowered. If it doesn’t work out, that’s okay.’ Versus in a lot of situations, you have no choice, 
regardless of the things that you may be dealing with.” 

Natasha also introduced this year’s Alumni of the Year at this year’s virtual conference, relating how the 
support she’s received has never flagged: “Five years later, Kristin was hyping me up, texting me, saying 
‘whatever you need, I’m here for you.’” 

 
As part of the JMG Youth Advisory 
Council, Natasha (left) celebrates 
the 2021 graduating class with her 
former JAG Career Specialist 
Meagan (right). 

 

 

 
Natasha was in the Jobs for 
Michigan’s Graduates [JMG] 
program. JAG programs are 
operated under different State 
Affiliates, and they often have 
slightly different names. Forward 
Service Corporation is the State 
Affiliate for JAG-Wisconsin.  



 

Filling in the Gaps 
Originally from Upper Michigan, Natasha joined JAG in her junior year, just as the program emerged in 
her school. She was elected a student officer and quickly formed a connection with her JAG Specialist, 
Meagan, as they navigated running the program together.  

“That’s something that was really special to me, because one of my biggest barriers in high school was 
feeling alone,” says Natasha, adding “and truly, I was.”  

It was her first year without any family nearby. Natasha’s father was absent, and her mother had severe 
medical issues, forcing her to move an hour and a half away for family support. Natasha’s younger 
siblings moved with mom, but Natasha got a heart-wrenching call from her transfer school. As a 
sophomore, she was already taking Advanced Placement classes, and Natasha’s new school in rural 
Michigan simply did not have anything more to challenge her with. She could either move with her family 
and retake courses she had already completed, or she could move in with friends and continue her 
education where she was. She chose the latter, but it was not easy.  

“I was really struggling and didn’t have support from anybody. I was all alone and figuring things out on 
my own,” says Natasha. Meagan directed her to resources in the community “that I really didn’t know 
were there… so not just helping me in the school, but also outside the school,” she states. Small class 
sizes and one-on-one support from Meagan fostered their connection, filling in the gaps that her family 
could not long-distance.  

Continuing that connection 
As academically gifted as she is, Natasha insists that without JAG, “I don’t think I would have been as 
successful as I was… I don’t think I would have graduated with the grades that I did or gone straight into 
college.”  

Instead, with JAG’s support, Natasha graduated high school with honors, went right to college, and 
earned her EMT certificate and license. Although Meagan is currently with another program, she still 
checks in with Natasha. Meanwhile, new JAG staff are carrying the torch and regularly reach out to keep 
Natasha involved. “Conversations I’ve had with JMG [Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates] staff have been 
pretty easy, just because I’ve already had that connection with Meagan,” she says.  

As a result of their encouragement, Natasha has participated in the CDC every year since 2018, and she 
joined JMG’s new Youth Advisory Council last October. This council of former and current students work 
on various projects, such as providing invaluable student perspective on the JMG website redesign or 
orchestrating the upcoming virtual graduation celebration for 2021 seniors. Natasha loves encouraging 
students through these networking opportunities, stating that her own tough experiences help her connect 
with other youth. “I know as a kid, that was another way I felt isolated. I didn’t feel like anyone knew what I 
was dealing with outside of school. Now I’m really conscientious of that, and it gives me another way to 
identify with other people.” 

 

 

In the meantime, Natasha is still working toward her own dream of becoming a doctor. Although hurdles 
seem to keep popping up, Natasha feels well-equipped to handle them. For instance, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, she is currently waiting for her college to reinstitute in-person classes before continuing in pre-
med. In the meantime, she reaches out to her JAG team for help perfecting her resume, for networking 
opportunities, and to encourage other students in the program.  

“To have that connection,” she states, letting her thoughts drift for a moment. “It’s a huge part of my life. It 
honestly means so much to me that I can’t even put it in words.”  
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